A comparison of the efficacy and tolerability of diflunisal and dextropropoxyphene napsylate with acetaminophen in the management of mild to moderate pain after arthroscopy of the knee.
We conducted an open-label randomized clinical trial comparing the efficacy and tolerability of diflunisal and dextropropoxyphene napsylate with acetaminophen (DPN-A) in the management of mild to moderate pain following arthroscopic surgery of the knee. Patients used a self-rating pain scale to evaluate the analgesia provided by each medication. Twenty-six patients completed the study; 12 received diflunisal and 14 received DPN-A. The physicians found no significant differences between the two groups in their preoperative or postoperative assessment of pain, tenderness, swelling, and active range of motion. There were no statistically significant differences between the two groups' mean pain scores or assessment of the overall efficacy of their respective drugs. No patient in either treatment group reported any adverse effects.